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One of the most important developments in international immigration is the
increase in the number and share of women in the migration process. Due to the
phenomenon of feminization of migration and the lack of studies on the migration
of Iranian women to the destination countries of migration, we decided to study
the most important factors affecting this phenomenon in Iran. Therefore, in this
research, using the data on Iranian women's migration to developed countries and
the two-stage panel generalized moments method (2SPGMM), the factors
affecting the international migration of Iranian women investigated from 2011 to
2020. Based on the estimation results, the misery index has a positive effect, and
control of corruption has a negative and significant impact on women's migration.
In addition, increasing women's participation rates can deter women’s
international migration. Considering the low rate of women’s participation,
which is one of the lowest rates in the Middle East region, and which is a sign of
structural problems in the labor market, it is a warning for macroeconomic
policymakers that due to the increasing literacy level of women and their self-
confidence, and to preserve this human capital, examining the situation of the
women's labor market and solving its challenges should be prioritized. The ratio
of the economic growth of the destination countries of women's migration to the
economic growth of Iran, as well as the ratio of the per capita income of the
destination countries to Iran, has a positive and significant effect on the migration
of Iranian women. These ratios show the welfare difference between the
destination countries and Iran, which acts as an attractor not only for women's
migration but also for men's migration. Therefore, it is expected that with the
appropriate policies in the economy and society and the improvement of
economic and welfare conditions, we will not witness the departure of human
resources and the wastage of human capital.

Cite this article: Pasandi Yasaghi, F. & EImi, Z.(M.) (2024). The determinants of Iranian female migration with an emphasis

on the poverty index and control

of corruption. Stable Economy Journal, 5 (2), 93-121. DOL:

10.22111/sed].2024.48200.1453

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan

DOI: 10.22111/sedj.2024.48200.1453
BY NC




The determinants of Iranian female migration with an emphasis on the poverty index and control of corruption 94

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most attractive issues related to immigration in this century, known as the age of immigration, is
the feminization of immigration. Women's migration has quantitative and qualitative dimensions. In the
quantitative dimension, the increase in the presence of women in the process of migration is about 50%. In
the qualitative dimension, women are no longer just dependent migrants, but they also have an active and
independent presence in migration. One of the main issue of immigration is gender. Men and women have
different motivations in the migration process. Men migrate mainly for economic reasons, while women
often migrate for social and cultural reasons. Also, one of the most important reasons for women's migration
is the low participation rate in their country of residence. This low rate indicate structural and institutional
problems in the women's labor market. Often, gender discrimination in the labor market causes women to
be less employed in the process of economic growth and development. The lack of coordination of the labor
market with the increase in the level of female education causes their motivation to migrate.

In Iran, increasing female education has led to women's self-confidence and society's confidence in women.
If we cannot provide the conditions of the labor market to attract women, especially educated ones, we have
not only caused a waste of human capital, but we must also witness the departure of the female, often young
and educated. Considering the role of the labor force in exogenous growth models and educated labor under
the title of human capital in endogenous growth models, the irreversible exit of human capital will have
long-term harmful effects on economic growth. Also, Iran is passing through its population window, duo to
demographers' prediction, this golden window will close in 2030. Due to the migration of the young
generation, often educated, not only the change in the age structure of the population will happen, but also
we must witness the acceleration of the transition period of the golden window. Considering the low job
opportunities for women and the chronic inflation in the economy, today we are witnessing an increase in
the migration of women compared to a few years ago. The number of immigrants has increased from
605,129 in 1990 to 1290,729 in 2020, and the number of women has increased by 2.34 times during this
period, and their share of immigrants has increased from 42.66 percent to 46.89 percent.

Due to the globalization of the immigration issue in the Immigrant-sending countries and the significant
facilities of the immigration-receiving countries to attract human capital, studies have been conducted inside
and outside the country on the factors affecting immigration and the impact of immigration on
macroeconomic variables such as economic growth. However, the issue of women's migration has been less
discussed. Perhaps one of the main reasons is the limitation of comprehensive and reliable data. Despite this
limitation, in this study, an attempt has been made to investigate the factors affecting the migration of
women from Iran to the selected countries of origin of migration with the two-stage dynamic panel data
method.

The questions we are trying to answer in this research are whether the misery index and the corruption index
in Iran can be the reasons for the international migration of Iranian women? Is the low participation rate of
women in Iran one of the reasons for their migration? Can the difference in economic indicators such as the
ratio of economic growth of the host countries compared to Iran and the ratio of the per capita income of
the destination countries of women's migration to the per capita income of Iran be a reason for the desire to
emigrate and leave the motherland?

Method

Migration is understood as a permanent or semi-permanent change of residence. The reasons people migrate
are determined by push and pull factors, which are forces that either induce people to move to a new location
or oblige them to leave old residences. These could be economic, political, cultural, and environmental.
Push factors are conditions that can force people to leave their homes and are related to the country from
which a person migrates. Push factors include non-availability of enough livelihood opportunities, poverty,

Stable Economy Journal, 2024; 5(2): 93-121



95 The determinants of Iranian female migration with an emphasis on the poverty index and control of corruption

rapid population growth that surpasses available resources, desertification, famines/droughts, fear of
political persecution, poor healthcare, loss of wealth, and natural disasters. Pull factors are the opposite of
push factors—they attract people to a certain location. Typical examples of pull factors of a place are more
job opportunities and better living conditions; easy availability of land for settling and agriculture, political
and/or religious freedom, better education and welfare systems, better transportation and communication
facilities, better healthcare system and stress-free environment attractive, and security.

Everett Lee conceptualized the factors associated with the decision to migrate and the process of migration
into the following four categories: (1) Factors associated with the area of origin; (2) Factors related to the
area of destination; (3) Intervening obstacles; and (4) Personal factors. Lee elaborates on these four
categories by pointing out that, in each area, some factors cause the people to drive away from the area, or
hold them in the area, or attract people to it. In this respect, there are significant differences between the
factors associated with the area of origin and those associated with the area of destination. Migration may
take place after both these are properly weighed. Usually, however, a person has a better and more realistic
knowledge about the place of origin, while his knowledge about the place of destination is somewhat
superficial and inexact. Intervening obstacles also have to be overcome before migration finally takes place.
These include distance and transportation. Technological advances, however, have lessened their
importance in modern times. Finally, the personal factors are of the utmost importance because, instead of
the actual factors associated with the place of origin and/or destination, the individual's perception of these
factors is found to influence the actual act of migration.

This study investigates the effective factors of women's migration from Iran with an emphasis on the
miserable index and control of corruption by using the Two-Stage Generalized Moments method in equation
(1). This equation is derived from Lee's theory, the social and economic conditions in Iran, and the situation
of the Iranian female labor market. The data was gathered from the Statistics Center of Iran, the World
Bank, the International Organization, and the United Nations.

feim;; = a + B4 feim;;_q1 + B3 ifpri; + B3 imiser;; + B4corrupt;; +

Bsngdpg; + Benpergdp; + &; W)

where in:

feimi: dependent variable; The migration of women from Iran to selected countries is thousands.

feimi.y): The lag of the dependent variable is included in the model as an explanatory variable indicating
the existence of the migration network. Because migration networks affect the motivations of financial
migrants and their decisions and the compatibility of acceptance of living and working conditions (Portes
and Bach, 1985). Also, migration networks can be related as a process of network construction which in
turn depends on social relations. Migration networks are a form of social capital whose functions are as
follows: 1) a source of social control, 2) a source of family support, and 3) a source of benefits of extra-
family networks. Feminist economists argue that communication networks are important for both women
and men, although their networks are not necessarily the same. Therefore, in this study, the migration
variable of the previous period was considered as an indicator for communication networks.

ifpri: Women's participation rate in Iran (% employed and unemployed female to female population in ages
15-64). Low female participation rate causes migration and its improvement causes decrease in migration.
imiserj: The misery index of Iran, which is the sum of inflation and unemployment, is expected to be a push
factor for female immigration. The misery index in Iran is mostly influenced by the hyperinflation of recent
years. This hyperinflation has had a significant impact on the reduction of the purchasing power of money.
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Of course, because the power of different strata is different to compensate for the decrease in purchasing
power, their vulnerability will also differ from the existing situation. Women are considered one of the most
vulnerable groups due to their high unemployment rate and fewer jobs available for them.

corruptj: It is an index of corruption control in Iran that is expected to have a negative effect on women's
migration. In other words, one of the factors driving people from their motherland is the existence of
widespread corruption. The control of corruption can have a negative effect on immigration.

npergdpi:: The ratio of the economic growth of the destination country of women's migration to Iran shows
the difference in economic, managerial, and social conditions of Iran and other studied countries. It is
expected that the bigger this ratio is, the more attraction there is for migration in its general sense. Therefore,
the expected sign of this variable on women's migration is positive.

npergdpii: The ratio of the income of the destination country of immigration to the per capita income in Iran
can be considered as an indicator of attraction in the destination due to ratios greater than one. Also, this
ratio shows the difference in welfare status in the countries of immigration destination with Iran. The larger
this ratio is, the greater the welfare level of the destination countries compared to Iran.

i is the destination country of Iranian women's migration, j is Iran and t is the time.

Results

Considering the increasing migration of women, this study was a step toward identifying some factors
affecting the international migration of women from Iran. According to the results of the estimation of the
research model by the method of two-stage generalized moments, it was observed that the migration of the
previous period has a positive effect on the migration of this period due to the formation of the migration
network between people inside and outside the country. The miserable index, which originates from
hyperinflation, and the ratio of the economic growth of the destination country to the economic growth of
Iran has a positive effect on the departure of women from the country. Also, the ratio of the per capita
income of the destination country to the per capita income in Iran, which shows the welfare distance of the
destination country from lIran, is another positive factor in encouraging the migration of women. The
improvement of two indicators of women's participation rate and corruption control index is considered as
a deterrent for women to leave the country. In other words, when with effective and efficient policies while
controlling inflation, controlling corruption, reducing unemployment in the general sense, and improving
the status of women's labor market, increasing economic growth and increasing per capita income can be
achieved, it is possible to reduce immigration, which is mostly young and educated.
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